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ATHE HEYDAY OF SAILO
THE LIFE OF TWO 19 ™" CENTURY PENZANCE MASTER MARINERS
AND THEIR SHIPS

Forward Note;
When | was at school,every Thursday at morning assembly our Headmaster, Mr.
Tharp, led a prayer formar i ner s, it went somet hing I
those who go down to the sea in ships ai
always brought a lump to my throat and still does teday. This is the story oftwo of
my seafaring ancestors whadid just that and the little ships they sailed in fom
Penzance.
To quote Charlie DomvilleFi f e (see bel ow), their A wk
already passed with them to the Val hald/l
information still available fro m the many Archives of merchant navy history | have
tried to bring to life just for a moment the colour and flavour of the life of our 19"
century seafaring ancestors and their ships described by Domvilei f e as @At h
beautiful creations of manthrogp hout t he ageso.

My granny Trythall nee Phillips, (my mothers mum), was | think very proud of her
seafaring family and when | was a boy she gave mepair of well usedmariners binoculars
that she said had belonged to her grandfather. | still havehem and use them to look at
ships from our window overlooking Mounts Bay and Penzance Harbour She gave George,
my el der Dbrother, a slightly more modern peé
when George decided on a seafaring career, the restair family are land based, but | have
always retained an interest in maritime matters and ended up as manager of a shipping
company herein Penzance My granny never really new these men, her Grandad died when
she was under 1 year and her Father when siveas just 4.

My granny and later my mother had a beautiful painting of the Schooner Cambria of
Penzance entering the Port of Lighorn (also known to day as Ligorno or Leghorn), with
Captain W H Phillips as master 1860. re: My
reproduced below.

My mot her always said that my grandmot her 0
when great grandmother joined her husband on a voyage from Penzance to Italy.

Recently | have been investigating the lives and their ships and this is a summary if my
researchwhich tells a different story.

In the unconsecrated part of Penzance cemetery | found the following inscription carved
into a piece of granitestone

It reads; In memory of W H Phillips Buried at sea21 July 1877 aged 54aars also Rebeca
his wife who died 14 March 1895 aged 73 yearEhese are my great great Grandparents.



This simple piece ofgood Cornish Ganite records the end of the lifeof my great great
Grandfather, a 19" century seafarer and this is his storyand the ships he commandedits

not unique there were thousands of others. In 1860 even the small Port of Penzance had
over 60 commercial sailing ships on the register totalling more theid thousand registered
tonnage and there were hundreds of similar prts and each ship carried maybe seven or
eight crew all of whom #fioccuplisecer atBea ivas pantu s i
of the heyday of sail of the British merchant fleethat traded their small fast ships all over

the world.
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William He nry Phillips Senior, Master Mariner (my g r agnanddai)s

1824 Born Penzance

1835 First went to sea a?s43onsofdPgnzamae t he ABr i

1844Married at PenzanceRebecca Jane Jamegsf Hayle
1851 CensusAt Home Living at Dock Lane, children: Rebcca aged 7
Joseha aged 5

William Henry aged 1
Later they moved to8 Regent Square and then td Bullock Market terrace.
1856 8 Julyreceived Masterds Certificate of Serviceat Penzance

See copyfrom the Caird Library , the National Maritime MuseumGreenwich:
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MASTER’S Port of i S,

CLAIM FOR CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE. 7 day of ~Z# 2185
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I request that my Cei dad

185658 Master of Schooner Vesper ONdfficial Number) 2349 of Plymouth owned by John
Bellamy of Boscastle24 voyages Coasting trade and Africa west coast.

1858 Birth of 2" son Edwin Phillips

18591 61. Master d the Schooner Cambria ON 18246 builby J C Hoad at Ryel857 and
first registered at Penzance 37June 1857 Owned by J C Hendy and Solomon Row of
Sithney.

See notes below for the full history of the ship.

From Royal Cornwall Gazette 22 April 1859

—Francis Lean, Esq., R.N., the Secretary to the Shipwrecked
Fishermen and Mariners’ Royal Benevolent Society, Hibernia
Chambers, London Bridge, has kindly forwarded, through their
honorary agent at Penzance, the sum of six pounds fifteen shil-
lings to the widow and fatherless children of James Hendy,
late master of the schooner Cambria, of Penzance, who died at

Weymouth.
It would seem that William Henry took over as mastelin March 1859.
ThefiCa pt ai n 6 ®held atghe £dndon Metropolitan Archive show tha during the
three years he was master they voyaged to:

1859

18 March Tarragona, (a Mediterranean Pat on North East coast of Spain),
discharged atCardiff

7 July ditto discharged at London

24 September Lisbon discharged at Liverpool

15 December Madeira discharged at London

1860

10 March St Michaels(Sao Miguel Azores)and Madeira dischargedat Liverpool

13 April Naples discharged at Liverpool
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1861
17 February Naples discharged at Glasgow.

| found some of the crew agreements for these voyages at the National Archive at Kew
reproduced at appendix 1.

April 1861 Census, vessel in porttaPenzanceWilliam Henry Phillips, master, not on board.
From 1861 to 1865 he was master of the William Canyng®N 447 Schooner 111 Tonnesof

Penzance Built 18520wned by Alfred Holbrook of Penzance.
Voyages to West Indies, MadeiraNaples Venice, Leghorn

All this information is from thkeld8&av d of
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1871 Census family living aB RegentSquare Penzance

18671 1875 Master of theSchoonerSavage ON 23498150 Tonnes owned by Alexander
Berryman of Penzance. Some voyage records are held at Cornwall record office and others
at the national museum of NewfoundlandHis elder son William Henry Phillips Jnr. Served
with him as a i bndrgnoAugustd868 tdAagust 18®,ahenaBosun to July
1871and asMate from February 1872 to July 1875.Here is an extract from his Captains
Service Recordsof voyagesheld at Kew.

1867 Lisbon, New York.

1868 Cadiz Africa West coast

1869 South America, the Brazils

1870 Barcelona, Hamburg, Africa West Coast, Lisbon,

1871 Cadiz (rest of year not legible.)

1872 Rio Grande du Sol(Brazil) 2round trip voyages terminating at Runcorn
1873 Rio Grande du Solagain 2 voyages to and from London

1874 Rio Grande du Sol returning to Penzance.

1875 Messina, Catanazao, this is a port on the South East coast of the toe of
ltaly the entry in the register I s brief,

saved, see news item in Liverpool Meury 18 November 1875:



WRECK OF A SCHOONER.

There arrived In Liv
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arpool, yeaterday, the crew

if the sohooner Savage, of Penzanes, 140 fons,

which was wrecked on

neored, and during a violent

Aved,

. the 14th Ootoher at -
wro, in the Medlterrnnoan. gl

The schooner was

wichory, and besame a total l.:g:_h drove from her |

All bands ware

Google maps to day show a long Lido beach with boats moored offshore

Cornwall Record Office holds a few of the Crew Lists for the Savage and some are

reproduced below

For example, Official log of the Savage on a voyage to Rior@nde, (Brazil), commencing &'
April 1869 and returning to Hamburg 29" November 1869. The crew List includes his son
William Henry Phillips junior , seemore of him later.Capt ai n
good for general conduct and ability in seamartsp for all his crew of 7 men.

Note this Is not t he

s hi

ps

Al og

Phil I

booko,

ps

r

but

under the Merchant shipping acts to be filed at the end of every foreign going voyage of a
British registered ship. In this case itwould be handed to the British consul in Hamburg.

At that time it seems that they had to call in at Cadiz to get a permit from the Brazilian
Consul there to allow them to enter the Port of Rio Grande. Google maps show Rio Grande

as a superb Port of refugevery like Falmouth.
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